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A.

B.

Lesson One

The “City on the Hill”

Objectives

¢

To examine documents which show the underlying values that guided the
formation of the Puritans’ concept of community.

To understand the Puritan concept of covenant and appreciate the ways in
which this idea continues to influence the way Americans interact.

To appreciate the way people’s abstract values affect their material
environment.

To speculate about the values that students believe necessary for the society
they want to create.

Lesson Activities

1.

Ask students what they know about the Puritans. They might know that they
were early English settlers of North America. They may also know that they
were motivated to come to America for religious reasons.

Pass out copies of the Dramatic Moment, excerpts from John Winthrop’s
“A Model of Christian Charity,” and have students read along as you read it
to them. If the text is too difficult, you might let them use the simplified
version, Document A. Have them discuss and ask questions about the text.

a. Divide the class into small groups. Assign each group one paragraph
to analyze and pass out “The Model of Christian Charity Worksheet”
with questions to guide them in their analysis (Worksheet 1).

b. When each group has answered their set of questions, have them re-
port their findings to the class. Different groups may have had various
responses to the reading. As long as they have not simply misread
Winthrop, variations should be accepted, but the reasons for differ-
ences should be explored.

C. From this activity students should understand that the Puritans of
New England lived together on the basis of a dual covenant: their
agreement with God to follow the laws they had laid down and their
agreement with each other to adhere to those laws. Students should
also understand that Winthrop was requiring them to follow these
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laws in body and spirit. Thus, there was intense pressure in Puritan
society to conform to a shared set of customs, laws, and even beliefs.
Rigid enforcement of uniform behavior was a persistent problem for
the Puritans.

The next activity is intended to show students how beliefs have real
consequences on the way people live. It should also give students an
opportunity to work with maps and consider some of the factors which
determine where people live and how they organize their physical space.
Have students brainstorm about the needs, concerns, and technology of the
Puritans which helped them decide where to live.

a.

Ask students what geographical needs helped determine where the
Puritans lived. Possible answers include: safe harbor for ships, healthy
fresh water, good land for farming, trees for building and fuel, loca-
tion easily defended from beasts and potential enemies, either
European or native.

After students have speculated about the geographical features, pass
out copies of the first map printed in North America—taken from
William Hubbard’s “A Narrative of the Troubles with Indians in New
England” (Document B). Have students find Salem. Not altogether
confident that the location of Salem was safe, Winthrop ordered the
fleet to sail on until he came to the sites of what became Charlestown
and Boston. Have students locate Charlestown and Boston. Students
might be able to tell that Boston is on a peninsula that is connected to
the mainland by a narrow neck of land. Ask students why a penin-
sula with a fresh water spring would have been a particularly desirable
spot for Winthrop to found his city on a hill.

13



Lesson One

C. Then ask students to speculate about the technological factors which
helped determine what the Puritans’ buildings would look like. To
make this question more comprehensible and to remind students of
how different the world of the Puritans was from our own, you might
ask them the difference between the buildings of today and those the
Puritans could build. Divide the chalkboard in half and label one
side “Now” and the other side “Then.”

Possible answers under “Now”
Heavy motor-driven machinery
Lumber and brick yards
Glass windows
Central heating
Plumbing
Electricity for cooking and light

Iron and concrete as building materials

Possible answers under “Then”
Saws, hammers, and axes

Joined wood with notches because nails
were scarce

Rocks, lumber, twigs, mud, and thatch used
as building material

Candles for light
Fireplaces for heat and cooking
No indoor plumbing

Small windows covered with oiled skins or,
later, thick glass windows imported from
Europe

All water hauled in buckets
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When students have an idea of what to expect, pass out the pictures
of Puritan houses, Document C. Be sure they understand that these
are reproductions of the first English huts—the originals did not sur-
vive. Once the urgent need for basic shelter had been satisfied, the
Puritans built more substantial homes. A few of these sturdy homes
still exist, but, as in the one pictured, most have been modified. Have
them look at the picture of the exposed corner and have them con-
sider the skill involved in such carpentry. Ask them how they would
like living in such homes, and how they would feel about the lack of
privacy. Point out that even after the Puritans were more firmly estab-
lished and they were building permanent houses, individuals seldom
had their own rooms.

Using the discussion on privacy as a transition, ask students how Pu-
ritan beliefs might have influenced the way they organized their
villages. First, ask students to list some of the Puritan’s values. These
might include:

Devotion to God

Helping each other

Sharing

Keeping an eye on each other

Trying to be good citizens

Working hard

Next ask students how each of these values might have been revealed
in buildings or the way people organized their towns. If students are
still having trouble connecting values to the physical world, they may
have to be guided by quite specific questions. Such questions might

include:

1. What are some buildings whose functions are revealed by their
appearance?

2. Where do you think they would build their meeting houses (their
term for church): on the edge of town or in the center?

3. Would people build houses close together or far apart?

15



